World Choral Expo 2019

IFCM organized its second World Choral Expo (WCE) in Lisbon,
Portugal, between July 27 and August 1, 2019, with the

partnership and support of the International Cultural Center
Monte Real.

WCE 2019 featured numerous concerts across Lisbon and the
surrounding cities, showcasing participating choirs and 11
selected leading choral ensembles from different continents:

= Moran Choir (Israel),

= Indonesia Youth Choir (Indonesia),

» Shenzhen Lily Children’s Choir (China),

 Ensemble Vocapella Limburg (Germany),

= Jazz Cantat (Portugal),

= Shemesh Quartet (Mexico),

= Credo Chamber Choir (Ukraine),

» Musica Nostra Female Choir (Hungary),

= Cantemus Children’s Choir (Hungary),

»Coro Juvenil do Instituto Gregoriano de Lisboa
(Portugal),

= and Kokopelli Youth Choir (Canada).


http://icb.ifcm.net/ru_RU/world-choral-expo-2019/

Emily Kuo, IFCM President, welcoming delegates to the World
Choral Expo at the Palacete dos Condes de Monte Real, Lisbon,
Portugal © Ki Adams

There were also amazing performances by the 2019 World Youth
Choir, which joined WCE 2019 and IFCM guests to celebrate its
30th anniversary in Lisbon.

Two additional choirs were also invited: Qatar Youth Choir
(Qatar) and TURKSOY Youth Choir (TURKSQOY member countries).


http://icb.ifcm.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/World-Choral-Expo-2019-1_web.jpg

Kokopelli Choir performing at the Opening Ceremonies of the
World Choral Expo 2019, Casino Estoril, Estoril, Portugal © Ki
Adams

One of the gala concerts, the Colorful Voices Program, was
dedicated to music performed by children and youth choirs and
encompassed an extraordinary variety of artistic offerings,
presenting young artists performing at the highest level. This
concert was prepared and conducted by Jan Schumacher
(Germany) .
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Colorful Voices Program featuring Cantemus Children’s Choir
(Hungary), Coro Juvenil do Instituto Gregoriano de Lisboa
(Portugal), Indonesian Children and Youth Choir — Cordana
(Indonesia), Moran Choir (Israel), Qatar Youth Choir (Qatar),
Shenzhen Senior High School Lily Girls Choir (China).
Conducted by Cordana singer.

Canadian delegates attending EXchange!
(World Choral Expo) with the Canadian
Ambassador to Portugal, Elizabeth Rice
Madan. From left to right: Catherine
Glaser-Climie, Ki Adams, David Buley,
Adrien Doucet, Kiera Galway, Ian Bullen,
Elizabeth MacIsaac, Andrea Rose, Lori
Shortall, Adam Adler © Ki Adams
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One very special part of the 2019 WCE was EXchange! — an
intimate gathering of international scholars, performers,
conductors, pedagogues, and composers to connect, create,
share, and explore. This program was offered in partnership
with the Singing Network.

Selected presentations focused on the foundations of choral
music and various aspects of collective singing. The
presenters came from Argentina, Canada, China, Denmark, DR
Congo, Gabon, Germany, Indonesia, Israel, Norway, Turkey, and
the United States.

The participants in EXchange! hailed from an even wider range
of countries, including Austria, Belgium, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Costa Rica, France, Ireland, Lebanon, Lithuania, and Portugal.

Gatherings such as EXchange!, in which the international
choral community engages in dialogue, exchange, and discourse,
are critical to ensuring the continued vibrancy and relevance
of the international choral community.
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